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Abstract:

Global climate change and its impact on public health exemplify the challenge of managing complexity and
uncertainty in health research. The Canadian North is currently experiencing dramatic shifts in climate,
resulting in environmental changes which impact Inuit livelihoods, cultural practices, and health. For
researchers investigating potential climate change impacts on Inuit health, it has become clear that
comprehensive and meaningful research outcomes depend on taking a systemic and transdisciplinary
approach that engages local citizens in project design, data collection, and analysis. While it is increasingly
recognised that using approaches that embrace complexity is a necessity in public health, mobilizing such
approaches from theory into practice can be challenging. In 2009, the Rigolet Inuit Community Government
in Rigolet, Nunatsiavut, Canada partnered with a transdisciplinary team of researchers, health practitioners,
and community storytelling facilitators to create the Changing Climate, Changing Health, Changing Stories
project, aimed at developing a multi-media participatory, community-run methodological strategy to gather
locally appropriate and meaningful data to explore climate-health relationships. The goal of this profile paper
is to describe how an EcoHealth approach guided by principles of transdisciplinarity, community
participation, and social equity was used to plan and implement this climate-health research project. An
overview of the project, including project development, research methods, project outcomes to date, and
challenges encountered, is presented. Though introduced in this one case study, the processes, methods,
and lessons learned are broadly applicable to researchers and communities interested in implementing
EcoHealth approaches in community-based research.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10393-012-0762-x

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Public, Researcher
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Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Extreme Weather Event, Temperature, Other Exposure
Extreme Weather Event: Other Extreme Event

Extreme Weather Event (other): Severe Storms

Temperature: Fluctuations
Other Exposure: Delayed Ice Formation

Geographic Feature: @

resource focuses on specific type of geography

Arctic, Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States
Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

General Health Impact

Population of Concern: A focus of content
Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Inuit

Resource Type: @

format or standard characteristic of resource

Research Article, Research Article

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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